
The Harvest 

John 4:31-38 

 



There were several surprises:  

1.  The surprise of the woman that Jesus spoke to 
her.   

2.  The woman’s surprise at all that Jesus knew 
about her.  

3.  The surprise of the people at the testimony of 
the woman and 

4.  The surprise of the disciples that Jesus wasn’t 
hungry.  

 



I. The Harvest is Ready to Reap (v.35) 

A.  This harvest has to do with the finished 

      work of Christ. (v.34)   

      - He finished His work on the cross. 

        “It is finished” 

      - Then and by His resurrection He secured for us 
eternal life. 

      - Then returning to His rightful place by the 

        Father. 

      - Therefore salvation by grace through faith is 

        offered to all. 



I. The Harvest is Ready to Reap                                                  

B.  This harvest of souls is ready now for reaping. 

      - We are not to wait for months or weeks or even 

        days.   

      - We are now to begin for the harvest is plentiful! 

C.  Instruction for getting involved in the harvest. 

      - “Lift up your eyes.”   

      - “Look on the fields.”   

      - Realize that the need is urgent (v. 38)  

      - “What God has cleansed you must not call  

        common.”  

 



II. Reapers Are Needed (v.36) 

A.  Too many spectators, not enough reapers. 

      - ‘You’re in the Army now!’   

      - Get your belts on with truth  

      - Get your breastplate on of righteous living  

      - Get your boots on with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace  

      - Get your shield of faith 

      - Get your helmets on of the security of salvation  

      - Get the sword of the Spirit, the Word of the 

         Living God   

      - Get into the fields for the harvest 



II. Reapers Are Needed                                                                      

B.  Too many shirkers, not enough workers today. 

C.  Too many not many expecting a great harvest. 

 Matthew 16:17-19 “On this rock I will build My 
church and the gates of Hades (Hell) shall not 
prevail against it.” 

D. Reapers must cultivate compassion toward the 

     lost.  

 Matthew 9:36 “But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for 
them, because they were weary and scattered, 
like sheep having no shepherd.” 



II. Reapers Are Needed                                                                               

E.  The need for reapers is unguent.  

 Matthew 9:37 “Then He said to His 
disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few.’”  

F. Reapers must not be lazy; this is   

     demanding work.  

 Matthew 9:38 “Therefore pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest.” 



III. There Are Rewards 

for the Reapers (v. 36) 

A.  What is the pay for reaping? 

     - Wages now: God’s blessings in our daily 

        lives.   

     - Fruit to be evident later: eternal fruit. 

     - the crown of glory 

     - the crown of righteousness 

     - the crown of life 

     - the incorruptible crown 

     - to soul winners He gives, the crown of 
rejoicing! 



III. There Are Rewards 

for the Reapers                                          

B.  What will be the greatest reward?   

 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20 “For what is our 

hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it 

not even you in the presence of our Lord 

Jesus Christ at His coming? 20For you are 

our glory and joy.”  



How do we get prepared for reaping?   

1. Stay close to the Savior every day through  

     Scripture reading, prayer and obedience.   

2. Look for opportunities to reach people with 

     the gospel by being sensitive to the Holy 

     Spirit’s leading and  

3.  Open your mouth and share the gospel! 


